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' ancient occupation. Some experience is, of course, neces-
sary for the correct interpretation of evidence of this kind,
but in general it may be said that polished black or greyish-
brown decorated, pottery is probably Meroitic. Red pottery
has been made in all periods, so that, although much of
that now found £s Meroitic, colour alone is no reliable guide
to age. A good deal of painted pottery was made in the
later Meroitic period, but the painted pottery found lying
on sites in Haifa ajid Dongola Provinces is more likely to
be Christian than Meroitic.
Stone rings are sometimes found on Meroitic sites. The
exact significance of these is not known, but it is probable
that they were used as stands for round-bottomed pots.
Occasionally Meroitic sites have been discovered through
the accidental disturbance of ancient graves, e.g., at
Makwar, Shendi, and Gordon's Tree near Khartoum. 12
Other distinctive remains of this period are reservoirs.
These ancient reservoirs or hafirs had substantial earthen
banks, now, of course, somewhat denuded, and in some
of them the stone pitching on the inner faces of the banks
is still preserved. The remains of a building, possibly a
shrine, are often found near the intake. There are several
of these reservoirs at Nagaa and Musawwarat, and others
are known in Berber Province and the Butana, e.g., at
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Basa, Una Soda, Alem,i3 etc. Some of the hafirs recently
cleared and re-conditioned in Kassala Province are of
Meroitic origin.
Bock pictures or carvings are widespread, and examples
have been found even in the remote western deserts. 14
The subjects depicted are giraffes, horned animals, ele-
phants, human figures, and boats. Giraffes are the most
common, and it is worth noting that the giraffe was a
frequent decorative motif on Meroitic pottery. The age
of these rock pictures is difficult to assess. Some are

